Creating a Navigation Button Bar using Frames

About a Navigation Bar (Navbar) in Frames
The advantage of using a navbar with frames are:

® Buttons for the navbar only have to load once for your site
® You can move about your site without always going back the the home page
e The down state of a button always shows the current part of your site being viewed

The two most common problems with frames are:
® Printing -- only the frame where the cursor is prints
¢ Older browsers may not render frames.

In this document, I will use three frames as my example. A top banner frame -- I will name
topframe, a left navigation frame -- I will name navframe, and a right content frame -- I will
name bodyframe. Each of these frames is an html document. The really strange thing is extra
(fourth) html file you never get to see with Dreamweaver. This is the file creates the frames and
pulls in the correct html files that make up the frame. You can view it with a text editor like
AppleWorks. You can even edit it with AppleWorks provided you save it as plain text with the
same name and replace the file. Before proceeding with these instructions, you need to use
Fireworks to create your buttons and you have a folder you defined for your Website. Let’s get
started.

To create your frames

1. Select New from the File menu. A New Document window
appears. = =
. ose
2. Select Framesets in the left Category panel.
3. Select Fixed Top, Nested Left in the Framesets listing in the
General tab.
4. Click on the Create button.
Page Setup...
New Document
F General f Templates |
Category: Framesets: Preview:
Basic Page D Fixed Bottom
Dynamic Page D Fixed Bottom, Nested Left
Template Page [1 Fixed Bottom, Nested Right Preview in Browser »
Other [ Fixed Left
le Sheets D Fixed Left, Nested Bottom Check Page >
E; i [1 Fixed Left, Nested Top
Page Designs D Fixed Right hetechtmm
Page Designs (Accessible) D Fixed Right, Mested Bottom ilots-html
[CL Fixed Right, Nested Tap ﬁdex-htm
[1 Fixed Top index-htm
k D Fixed Top, Fixed Bottom =
l Fixed Top, Nested Left Description:
D. Fixed Top, Mested Right A frameset with a fixed-size top frame
D Split Horizental and a nested left frame.
[1 split Vertical
Create: .* 1 T
Help ) (Preferences... ) Get More Content... { cancel ) € creae )
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To help you visualize the frames, you may type something in each one. This is
not necessary.

6006 Untitled Document (UntitledFrame-3*)

=2 Title:  Untitled Dacument I & C < () 3,

Top banner frame named topframe

Left Right content frame named bodyframe
navigation

frame

named

naviiame L3

<body=

80 x 252 , 1K/ 1 sec

To save your frames for the first time

1.
2.

O Ot W

Click in the left navigation frame
Select Save Frame from the File menu. A Save As
window appears.

. Enter navframe.html in the Save As text box.
. Navigate to your Website folder.

. Click on the Save button.

. Repeat the above steps for the other two frames -- topframe

and bodyframe.

Save As

Save As: navframe.html
BB

Buchanan Web Folder L images I

Where: Frames

_ Current Site L
curriculum L
[ Frames ™

~ Grant
Holmes

~ 0ld Site
~ Test

/ New Folder \ / Add to Favorites

’. Cancel \ ( Save a

N
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New...
Open...

Close

Save Frame

Sawve All

Page Setup...
Print Code...

Import

Convert

Check Page
Design Notes...

topframe.html|
index.htm
pilots.html
index.htm

Open in Frame...

Save Frame As...
Save Frame as Template...

Preview in Browser
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To save your index frame for the first time = edit View insent Mod

1. Select Save All from the File menu. A Save As E‘;‘:n
window appears. Open in Frame...
2. Enter index.html in the Save As text box. =

3. Navigate to your Website folder.
4. Click on the Save button.

Save Frame As...

SV Page Setup...
Print Code...
Save As: index.html Import
Where: | [ Frames BIS!
— Convert
Buchanan Web Folder Preview in Browser
_ Current Site
curriculum . Check Page
L Frames Design Notes...
= Grant
[ 7 Holmes bodyframe.html
[ oid site leftframe.html
7 Test topframe.html
i = : IR index.htm

Save Frame as Template...

Note: Use Save All in the future. m

#®N
%80
%0
#’BW

OS5

P

[
“ New Folder ) { AYd to Favorites

¢ cancel ) E Save )

I used AppleWorks to open the index.html file to show you what is in it. You could edit this,

but I would advise against it.

<IDOCTYPE HTML PUELIC "/AW3CHDTD HTML 4.01 FramesetiEN"
"httpfwarw w3 org/T Rihtmldframeset did">

<htrrl=-

<he ad:=

<title=TUntitled Document </t it les

<aneta http-equiv="Content -Tvype" content ="text/html charset =iso 85859-1"=
<head:=

<frameset rows="80 *" cols="*" frameborder="1 0" border="0" framespacing="0"=
<frame src="topframe html" name="topFrame" scrolling="IN0" nore size =
frameset cols="80 *" frameborder="N0" border="0" framespacing ="0"=
drame src="navirame html" name="left Frame" scrolling="NQ" noresize=
drame src="bodyframe html" name="mainFrame"=
<frameset=
<frameset=
<noframe s=><body=

<hody=<noframes=
< html=

Navbar in Frames © Ted McMillan Page 3 of 7



To create your navbar S

R . Tag... #E
1. Select Navigation Bar from the Image =
Interactive Images subment from the ITaSiE SR BT
. . Interactive Images > Rollover Image
Insert menu. An Insert Navigation Bar Media B Navigation Bar
window appears. = Flash Button
. T s SET b o
. . Fireworks HTML
Here you will use the Browse buttons to insert taver =
rames
9ach state for a button. Then use the + button to Template Objects "
insert another button. corm
Form Objects »

Insert Navigation Bar

= = — o
Nav Bar Elements: |unnamedl f

le
k >
3 >
Element Mame:  unnamedl »
cters >
bjects >
Owver Image: [ Browse... | >
cts b
Down Image: [ Browse... | Bsic (_',:I'_'.ir:{_r_:, =
ow Objects »
Over While Down Image: [ Browse... | dvanced Obijects

Alternate Text:

When Clicked, Go To URL: (“Browse... ) in | Mainwind_.. [3] ects...

Options: E Preload Images

D Show "Down Image” Initially

Insert: | ertically B‘ E Use Tables
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Add your Up Image for your Home button (Home.gif).
Add youy Over Image for your Home button (Home_f2.gif).

Select Image Source Select Image Source
from: | images f :! From: [ images | :!
@& grants_f2.gif . @ grants_f2.qgif .
& grants_f3.gif ¥ & grants_f3.gif ¥
@ grants_fd.gif @ grants_fd.gif
@ grants.gif m @ grants_gif m
@& Home_f2.gif @ Home_f2.gif
& Home_f3i.gif & Home_f3.gif
@& Home_fd.gif @ Home_fa.gif
& Home.gif @ Home.gif
@ Ipshome_f2.gif A 161 % 23 GIF @ Ipshome_f2.gif A 161 % 23 GIF
@ lpshome f3.aif > | 1K /1 sec @ lpshome f3.aif > | 2K /1 sec
LR 4r 4w 4|
Select File Name From: [ Data Sources... ) Select File Mame From: [ Data Sources... )
URL:  images/Horme gif URL: images/Home_f2 gif
Relative To:  Document | - ] leftframe.html Relative To: ' Document | :1 leftframe.html
L3
Go to: Go to:
P ST | F T —m—
_ Add to Favorites . Cancel | Hhmp’ . Add to Favorites Cancel f Chcosm;’
| |
4. Add your Down Image for your Home button (Home_f3.gif).
5. Add your Over While Down Image for your Home button (Home_f4.gif)
Select Image Source Select Image Source
from: | images ] ]
@& grants_fd.gif 4 @ dlearn.gif 4
& grants.gif b & grants_f2.gif b
& Home_f2.gif @& grants_f3.gif
& Home_f3.gif & grants_fd_gif
8 o 1) Home J . : 0
@& Home_f4.gif @& grants.gif
@& Home.gif @ Home_f2.gif
@& Ipshome_f2.gif @& Home_f3.gif
@ Ipshome_f3.qgif @ Home_f4.gif
@ Ipshome_fa.gif s 161 x 33 GIF @ Home.gif s 161 x 33 GIF
@ loshome.aif b4 1K A1 sec @ loshome f2.aif b4 1K A1 sec
LR 4lr LR 4lr
Select File Name From: [_Data Sources... ) Select File Name From: [_Data Sources... )
URL: images/Home_f3.qif URL: images/Home_f4 gif
Relative To:  Document | - ] leftframe.html Relative To: ' Document | - ] leftframe.html
Go to: Go to:
P e P e
_ Add to Favorites Cancel (—Ehmms _ Add to Favorites Cancel @-Ehm@
— e ; — e
A A
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6. Check the Preload Insert Navigation Bar

Images checkbox for o] = = € o D
better performance.

7. Check the Show “Down Conet )
) T EEE—
Image” checkbox for (e )
your home pageo Element Mame: Home
8. ?ﬁéelcrtszsr;;;?l];);nf;:ﬁ? Up Image: images/Home.gif |‘_ Browse... \_
Ower Image:  images/Home_fZ.gif _(M\_
C]‘iCk on the + button and Down Image:  images /Home_f3.gif |“ Browse... j
repeat the above process
fOII.)each Of your Otll:')ler Over While Down Image:  images/Home_f4.gif (&\
buttons before Clicking on Alternate Text: Home Mawvigation Button
the OK buton’ When Clicked, Go To URL: ( Browse... ) in | Main Wind... [3]

Options: B Preload Images

g Show "Down Image” Initially

Insert: _Vertically =] W Use Tables

To adjust the frame widths
Code

1. Select Frame Borders from the Visual Aids S Dasrar

submenu under the View menu. Code and Design
Switch Views i
You can now move the frame to show all of Refresh Design View  F5

Design View on Top
your buttons.
Live Data <8R
Live Data Settings...

Head Content O B/W
v Noscript Content
Table View >

Visual Aids » Hide All Loy |

w Options
: v Table Borders

Rulers >+ Layer Borders
Crid > Frame Borders [,
Tracing Image P Image Maps
Plugins > Invisible Elements
Hide Panels F4

Toolbars >
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To edit your navbar after you have created it
1. Click in the navbar frame.

2. Select Navigation Bar from the Modify menu.

You can now make any changes to your navbar.
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Page Properties... 38)
v Selection Properties  <»38)
Edit Tag...
Quick Tag Editor BT
Make Link 3L
Frameset 3
Arrange »
Convert »
Library >
Templates [
Timeline »
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